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New 3-8 Gap and WASA Reports  

Based on the “Annotated” Released Questions 
By Fred Cohen, 

Nassau BOCES Data Warehouse Consultant 

 

SED recently followed through on its promise to release approximately 

25% of the grade three through eight assessment questions.  You can find 

a link to all released questions on the left side of your district’s 

“Dashboard” tab  after logging on to the Instructional Data 

Warehouse (IDW).  As shown to the left, beneath your district 

name is a heading: “Reports.”  Simply click on the link below 

that heading to “NYS Common Core Sample Questions,” and 

you can quickly download all “annotated” released questions. 
 

An additional step was for the IDW to link these questions to 

county, district, school and teacher results in typical Gap and WASA 

report format.  If SED had allowed us to use the actual question num-

bers, this would have been an easy task, but for security reasons, SED has 

forbidden the use of actual question numbers for these released questions.  

Thus the IDW had to create a separate linkage system allowing IDW users 

to compare their local results to regional (county) results for each released 

question.  This new linkage and these new modified reports are now 

available to all IDW users. 
 

Released Question Gap Reports 

The “Released Question” Gap Reports are available only in table format,  

but like all Gap Report tables, they can be created at all three levels: dis-

trict, school, and teacher.  Moreover, each report has the same multiple 

sort options as other Gap Reports with one caveat.  Question numbers 

refer not to the actual question numbers on the assessment but to the 

order used by SED on the engageny.org website where the released 

questions can be found.  Thus, the IDW user must recognize that the 

question numbers listed refer only to an artificial number chosen by the 

IDW which corresponds to the PDF file posted by SED.  Also listed is the 

page number where the question can be found on each PDF file. 
 

SED has released only a limited number of questions, but the IDW Gap 

Reports allow for a detailed look at district, school, and teacher results 

(when compared to the Nassau County region) for all released questions.  

Thus, curriculum analysts have a tool denied us in the recent past—the 

ability to view some of the actual assessment questions and to also 

compare district, school, and teacher results to county benchmark 

results for each question. 
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Released Question Wrong Answer Summary Analysis (WASA) Reports 

In addition to Gap Reports, SED has permitted the IDW to show WASA Reports which reveal 

the wrong answers chosen by groups of students.  These reports function exactly as do the 

Regents examination WASA Reports.  And just like the Regents examination WASA Reports, 

the grade three through eight WASA Reports show the number of students who selected each 

right and wrong answer for every multiple choice question.  SED, however, does not permit item 

level information disaggregated by student; thus, Item Analysis Reports listing individual stu-

dents’ selected wrong answers are not available in the IDW.  Isolating student deficits, there-

fore, will have to be based on the regular Item Analysis Reports which the IDW links only to the 

standard Item Map provided by SED. 

 

Finding the New Gap and WASA Reports 

The reports can be found on the “Curriculum Analysis” tab under the headings “Gap Reports— 

Released Questions” and “WASA Reports—Released Questions.”  After selecting the report, the 

user will be directed to the “prompt page” where the user can customize the report to exact spec-

ifications.  As so many of us recall, we asked SED to release the assessment questions to help us 

analyze district, school and teacher curriculum strengths and deficiencies. SED has followed 

through on its part on this limited basis.  Thus, using the IDW, curriculum analysts now have the 

tools to use those released questions to compare local results with county benchmarks.   

 

The Teacher Interface 

Remember too that each teacher has access to Gap Reports and an Item Analysis Report 

for his or her current rerostered students on the Teacher Interface.  Although we will have 

to wait for the new year before the Teacher Interface has a separate link to a Released Question 

Gap Report (and perhaps to a Released Questions WASA Report as well), teachers should still 

be encouraged to view their current Gap Reports and Item Analysis Reports which show student 

strengths and weaknesses linked to SED’s standard Item Map. 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 

for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 

IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640 or Jane Boyd at 608-6612 to schedule a training session 

or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions. 

 


